MAIL COACH CONTRACT (IRELAND). 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 2 August 1 843 -for, 



COPY of Memorials to the Treasury, and Correspondence, relating to 
the New Contract for the Supply of Mail Coaches for the use of the 
Post-office in Ireland. 



My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 8 April 1843. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
herewith a letter from Mr. Peter Purcell, dated 2d instant, on the subject of his tender for 
building mail coaches for Ireland, and I am to request your Lordship will consider the 
same, and favour My Lords with your opinion thereon. 

I am, &c. 

The Right honourable the Postmaster-general. (signed) G. Clerk. 



Sir, London Hotel, Albemarle-street, 2 April 1843. 

I am obliged by your permission to state by letter the reasons why I consider I have not 
been justly treated in the decision of his Lordship the Postmaster-general with reference 
to the mail-coach building contract for Ireland. 

The printed conditions particularly required, that all tenders should be for new coaches 
specially built for this service. 

My tender was strictly in conformity with and in reference to the above specification ; 
however, to my surprise, Mr. CroalTs tender has been that accepted, because made upon 
lower terms. 

"But, sir, this offer was accompanied by a condition of his own, that be should be per- 
mitted to use old coaches for a certain period of time : after some negotiation, he has given 
up that point, and well he may; as his tender is now received with the understanding, as 
appears by Lord Lowther’s letter to Lord Eliot, of the 30th March, that he should furnish 
all new coaches if required. I now beg most respectfully to state, that if I was informed 
that a tender for a contract for supplying Ireland with mail coaches, “all to be new,” to 
commence on the 28th May, within a period so limited as two months, that it was nearly 
impossible to accomplish it ; 1 say, if I was made aware that a tender would be received 
accompanied by any such condition requiring a prolonged period for preparing so much new 
stock, and that his Lordship would subsequently grant a contract provisionally to supply 
same within the period if required, surely, Sir, I need not say that my tender would have 
been much lower, the great cause of expense and difficulty having been removed. 

I have other reasons which I might state as just cause of dissatisfaction upon my pint ; l 
shall only trouble you with the one I have mentioned, and I trust you will see that in the 
equitable distribution of public employment by tender, such a deviation has taken place on 
this occasion from the original conditions published, that equal justice has not been afforded 
to all persons offering ; that this contract should be again submitted for competition, and that 
the intended contract with Mr.iCroall should not be executed. 

I have. See. 

Right honourable Sir Robert Peel, Bart. (signed) Peter Purcell. 

&c. &c. Sec. 



To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, General Post-office, 25 April 1843. 

I beg to return the enclosed letter from Mr. Purcell, complaining that he has not been 
justly treated in the matter of the new contract for the supply of mad coaches for the use 
of the Post-office in Ireland, and to state, for the information of your Lordships, that 
advertisements calling for tenders for the whole or for portions of that service were inserted 
early in the month of February in the London and Dublin newspapers, and m the pro- 

rfi. » ' 
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vincial papers at Cork and Belfast, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester and Glasgow. Four 
tenders were received ; viz. — 

From Mr. Stephens, of Dublin, at 4 \d. per double mile. 

Mr. Purcell, of Dublin, at 3 d. - - ditto. 

Mr. Wright, of London, at 2 \d. - ditto. 

Mr. Croall, of Edinburgh, at 2 -$ € d. ditto. 

These tenders were opened on the 22d of March, when it appeared that Mr. Croall’s was 
the lowest. He offered to supply the mail coaches for the lines of road in and out of 
Dublin, with the addition of the Belfast and Derry mail, by the 28th of May, the time 
stipulated, and the coaches for all the other lines of road, provided he was allowed three 
months to build and finish them, at the price of 2 -fed. the double mile. These terms being 
much lower than those demanded by any of the other parties, I felt it. my duty to accept 
his tender, on the express condition, however, that he should undertake to furnish, by the 
28th of M ay, so many new carriages as should be required for the cross and bye-roads, in 
addition to the number that would be necessary for the main lines in and out of Dublin. 
A letter was accordingly sent to Mr. Croall, accepting his offer upon such conditions. 

Mr. Croall, in his reply of the same date to this communication, pointed out “ that the short 
space of time allowed for the completion of the contract, viz., 28th of May 1843, would render 
it next to an impossibility to have new coaches ready for all the districts by the date speci- 
fied,” but that he would engage to have new coaches ready for all the principal lines of 
road by the 28 th of May, and that, if permitted to use second-hand coaches for a time, 
lie would undertake to provide new coaches for all the other lines of road on which he 
might be required to furnish them within three months from that date. 

I agreed to this arrangement, and directed the letter dated the 27th ultimo to be sent 
to Mr. Croall, but almost immediately after its despatch, and before he could have received 
it, I received one from him, dated the same day, by which he undertakes to supply new 
coaches for all the lines of road required by the Irish Post-office. 

With respect to the alleged deviation from the printed and published conditions on which 
Mr. Purcell lays so much stress, I have to state, that by the form of public advertisement 
for the contract in question, I was not bound to accept the lowest or indeed any of the 
tenders, and I felt myself at liberty to reject the whole of them, and negotiate with any 
party from whom there might be a prospect of obtaining a better bargain for the public. 

Such was the course I pursued in the case of the contract for supplying coaches for the 
southern division of Great Britain last year, on which occasion I rejected all the tenders 
made in the first instance, the lowest offer of 2 \d. being considered higher than the estimated 
value of the service to be performed ; and I negotiated subsequently with the parties who- 
made that ofier, and effected a considerable saving to the public. 

It is perfectly true that Mr. Purcell, learning that there were lower tenders than his own 
proposed to undertake the service required upon terms as low as those offered by any other 
party ; but I declined this proposition, because I considered Mr. Croall’s tender had been 
already accepted, and I did not deem it equitable that those whose lower tenders had 
induced Mr. Purcell to come down in his terms should lose the advantage to be derived 
from the contract. ° 

These were the circumstances which attended the acceptance of Mr. Croall’s tender and 
notwithstanding the arguments adduced by Mr. Purcell, I must maintain that my duty to 
the department oyer which I preside left me no alternative. J J 

It was only owing to the absence of all competition in the year 1837 that Mr. Purcell’s 
high tender was accepted for building the mail coaches at that time, thus subjecting the 
Post-office to pay a high price for five years, in consequence of no other party coming 
forward to tender. Had I now accepted Mr. Purcell’s offer, even at the reduced amoun? 
disadvantages ^ ** ^ ^ & com P etition > and have established a monopoly, with all its 

1 enclose a full copy of the correspondence which has passed between the Post-office and 
Mr. Croall on this subject, together with copies of the tenders sent in by the various parties: 
who competed for the contract, with an abstract of the terms offered by each of the parties 
l 01 J° Ur L^ships wUl see that a saving of 1,954 Z. 7,. 9d. per annum will 
effected in the expenditure for the Post-office in Ireland under the new contract. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Lowther . 



General Post-oppice, Dublin, February 1843. 

Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general will receive Tenders for the supply of Carriages 
M f a“ ^ ‘ he — « 

Conditions of proposed Contract for the Supply of Mail Carriages. 

The carnages, with their wheels, poles and horse-bars, to be built specially for the service 
and J 0n £' de coachman and guard ; a special seat to be Zro! 

pnated for the guaid. The mail box to be of the largest possible dimensions. The carriages,' 

with 
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with their wheels, poles and horse-bars, to be uniform in construction, so that all the parts 
of one carriage, See., may be adapted to suit the corresponding parts of another; to be 
uniform also in appearance, and all to be painted alike. Drag chains and iron slices to be 
furnished by the contractors. 

The materials for building the carriages, and for all the necessary fittings and conve- 
niences, to be of the best quality, both as regards the strength of the carriage, and the ease, 
convenience and comfort of the passengers ; well-seasoned wood and the best iron to be 
used ; the springs to be of steel of the best quality ; the axles to be upon a principle to be 
approved by the Postmaster-general, 

Expedition being a primary object, the carriages to be as light as possible, consistent with 
a due regard to the necessary degree of strength and safety ; the proposed weight to be spe- 
cified in the tenders. 

Tenders will be received for pair-horse mails, as well as four, of the same materials and 
quality as the four-horse, but proportionably lighter in construction. 

The tenders to include the proper cleaning, oiling and daily examination of the carriages, 
with their wheels, axles, trees, linch-pins, &c., and the expense of drawing or conveyance 
to and from their respective stations. 

The carriages to be in all respects subject to the good liking and approbation of the 
Postmaster-general, or such person as he shall appoint to inspect the same, who is to have 
the power of directing any alterations or improvements to be made in the construction of the 
carriages, or any part of them, or in the wheels thereof, at the charge of the contractor ; and 
if at any time any of the carnages shall be objected to by the Postmaster-general for the 
time being, or other the person last aforesaid, the contractor shall remove the carriage 
objected to, and supply another. 

The guards will be strictly required to make a return to the General Post-office of the 
state and condition of the carriages on their respective lines ; and, in case of defects or acci- 
dents, to state the particulars thereof, which will be reported to the contractors for providing 
mail carriages. 

The contractors to keep the carriages, with their wheels, poles, horse bars, drag chains 
and iron shoes, in good and perfect repair, order and condition, and to bear all losses, 
damages and expenses, by reason of the breaking down or upsetting of any such carriages, 
or any other accident or casualty, unless the same arise from or be occasioned by the care- 
lessness, intoxication or negligence of the driver, or other servant of the horse contractors, 
or from or by vicious or restive horses employed in drawing any Guch carriages. 

The emards will be enjoined and required not to allow more than the stipulated number 
of passengers to travel in or about the carriages. ' * ' 

Tenders will be received for portions of this service in two divisions; a separate contract 
to be made for each ; but the Postmaster-general is to have the power of taking or sending 
the coaches to any part of Ireland he may think fit. He will undertake to employ the 
coaches to run at least 700 double British miles daily under each contract ; but they are to 
run as many miles per day above that number as the Postmaster-general shall from time to 
time require. 

Any person or persons undertaking the supply of carriages for either portion or district, 
to enter into a bond to the Crown, with two approved sureties in 1,000 l. for each district, 
conditioned for the due and faithful performance of the contract; and in case of any breach 
of contract, the penalty of the bond to be recoverable as liquidated damages. 

Any person or persons disposed to contract may tender for both divisions ; and if such 
tender be accepted, only one contract will be necessary. In that case, the penalty of the bond 
will be 2,000 L 

If the Postmaster-general shall consider that the coaches furnished by the contractors 
are insufficient in number for the purposes of the contract, the contractors to build and 
supply such additional coaches of the like description as the Postmaster-general shall 
direct. 

The contractors not to assign, underlet or otherwise part with or dispose of the contract, or 
any part thereof, without the consent of the Postmaster-general. 

If the contractors refuse or neglect to build and furnish coaches to the satisfaction of the 
Postmaster-general, or make breach or default in any of the stipulations of the contract, the 
Postmaster-general may immediately determine the same. 

In the event of such refusal or neglect, the Postmaster-general may provide coaches for the 
performance of the service, and charge the contractors with the expenses thereby incurred. 

The Postmaster-general may permit the horse contractors to use or employ any coaches 
of which he shall approve, so that the coaches to be built and furnished under each of the 
two contracts be employed to run at least 700 double British miles per day. 

Power to determine the contract during the five years on 12 calendar months’ notice on 
either side. If given by the Postmaster-general, the contractors may require the Postmaster- 
general to take the cut and prepared materials and carriages at a valuation ; if given by the 
contractors, the Postmaster-general to have the option of taking the cut and prepared mate- 
rials and carriages at a valuation. 

The form of the contract which the contractors will be required to execute may be seen, 
and all farther particulars made known, on application to Mr. Thompson, Solicitor, General 
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Post-office, Dublin. The contract and bonds to be executed by the contractor and liis 
sureties within ten days after the tender shall be accepted by the Postmaster-general. 

Tenders must state the price per British mile per annum at which the person offering will 
undertake the contract ; they must be sent sealed, and addressed to the Postmaster-general, 
London ; superscribed, “ Tender for Mail Carriages,” and must be received at the General 
Post-office, London, on or before the 22d day of March next. 

By command, 

(signed) -Aug- Godby , Secretary. 

These are the conditions on which my tender is made. 

24 March 1843. (signed) John Cro all 



To the Right honourable Lord Lowther, Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general, London. 

Edinburgh, 20 March 1843. 

I beg to enclose your Lordship a tender for furnishing Her Majesty’s mails for a portion 
of Her Majesty’s dominions in Ireland, and would have had the honour of delivering it in 
person had I not been unavoidably engaged on a jury trial, which will last all to-morrow 
and perhaps Wednesday. If over to-morrow, I shall have the honour of waiting on your 
Lordship on Thursday, or at latest on Friday first. I may here mention to your Lordship 
that it would have been of great advantage, both to the Government and the contractor, to 
have had more time for the construction of the coaches; however, from the extensive 
premises I possess, I can easily manage those carnages for which I have offered, should I be 
fortunate enough to have my tender approved of by your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Croall. 



I, John Croall, coach-builder in Edinburgh, do hereby make offer to the Right honour- 
able Lord Lowther, Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general, to supply the mail carriages 
necessary for conveying Her Majesty s mails on the following lines of road in Ireland ; viz. 

j .Belfast .Dublin and Londonderry, Dublin and Wexford, Dublin and Cork via 

Cashd, Dublin and Cork vm Clonmel, Dublin and Waterford, Dublin and E nniskillen 
Dublin and Sligo, Dublin and Galway, Dublin and Limerick, Belfast and Londonderry and 
that for the term of five years, to commence on and from the 28th day of May 1843 at the 
rate of one penny and three-sixteenths of a penny per single mile daily. The coaches to be 
built specially for the service, and to carry inside and outside passengers, coachman and 
pard, with mail box or boot of the largest possible dimensions. The carriages to he uniform 

rmrts’of another Tod’s! Par y ° f ° ?e Camage ” ay m adapted t0 ™‘ “ e corresponding 
parts of another and also to be uniform m appearance. These carriages to be built of th! 

best materials of every description as regards strength, and also the ease, convenience and 
comfort of passengers ; the wood to be well seasoned ; the best iron to be used ; the springs 
to be of steel of the very best quality, and the axles to be all patent, of the best quality aid 
a PR r0Y J d principle. These carnages to be of a proper and necessary degree of 
strength and safety, and not to exceed the weight of 18 cwt for four-horse coachfs and 
14 cwt for pair-horse roaches. The carriages to be in all respects to the good likinv of the 
Postmaster-general, who wd! have the power of directing any alterations olimprOTements to 
be made m the construction of the carriages, or any part of them, at my expense • the said 
one penny and three-sixteenths of a penny per single mile daily, to include the proper clean- 
ing, oiling and daily examination of the carriages, and also the expense of drawing or con- 
veying to and from their respective stations. These carriages to be fitted up wfeh drag chafes 



Edinburgh, 20 March 1843. 



(signed) John Croall. 



that 
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that will he required for the main lines in and out of Dublin, on and from the same date, 
viz. the 28th May next, when the present contract expires ; and on this further condition, 
that you execute the new contract within ten days from the date of your reply, agreeing to 
these conditions. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Croall, Coach-builder,- (signed) W. L. Maberly. 

of Edinburgh. 



My Lord, Belle Sauvage, Ludgate-liill, 24 March 1843. 

In answer to Colonel Maberly’s letter of this date, accepting my tender for the supply of 
mail coaches for Ireland, as per printed Schedule, I beg respectfully to inform your Lord- 
ship, that the short space of time allowed for the completion of the contract, viz. 28th May 
1843, would render it next to an impossibility to have new coaches ready for all the districts 
by the date specified. Permit me, however, to assure your Lordship, that I will engage to 
have new coaches ready by 28th May for all the lines of road named in my tender of March 
20th ; and in three months after that date I will have new coaches ready for all the other 
districts which shall be required by the Irish Post-office, I guaranteeing, in the interim, 
to supply these districts with good and serviceable mail coaches, if I may have your Lord- 
ship’s permission so to do. I beg further to remark, that I shall be quite ready to sign the 
contract at any time you may be pleased to appoint. 

I have, &c. 

To the Right hon. Lord Lowther. (signed) John Croall. 



The above words inserted by me, 25 March 1843. 

To the Right hon. Lord Lowther. (signed) John Croall. 



Sir, General Post-office, 27 March 1843. 

I have laid your letter of the 24th instant before the Postmaster-general, and am com- 
manded to inform you, that his Lordship confirms his acceptance of your tender for the 
contract for the supply of mail coaches for the use of the Post-office in Ireland, subject to 
the printed conditions you have signed, and with permission for you to use good and suffi- 
cient coaches, although not new ones, for the cross-roads, during a period not exceeding 
three months from the 28th May next, after which you are of course to supply their places 
with new coaches. ... 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Croall. (signed) IF. L. Maberly. 



Sir, Belle Sauvage, Lud gate-hill, 27 March 1843. 

I beg to inform you, that since addressing Lord Lowther, on the 24th instant, in reply to 
your letter, wherein his Lordship accepts my tender for the supply of mail coaches for Ire- 
land, I have made such arrangements as will render it unnecessary for me to ask the indul- 
gence named in my letter. I will now engage to furnish entire new coaches by the 28th 
May 1843 for all the lines of road which shall be required by the Irish Post-office. 

I am also quite prepared immediately to sign and enter upon the covenants of the contract. 

I am, &c. 

To Colonel Maberly. (signed) John Croall. 



Sir, General Post-office, 28 March 1843. 

I am commanded by the Postmaster-general to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 27th instant, stating that you have made such arrangements as will enable you to pro- 
vide new coaches for all the lines of road required by the Irish Post-office on and from the 
28th May next, from which his Lordship is glad to perceive that the indulgence of time for 
which you applied in your letter of the 24th instant will now be unnecessary. 

His Lordship further directs me to request that you will send in as soon as possible the 
names of the parties whom you propose as sureties under the bond which will be required 
for the due performance of the service. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Croall. (signed) W. L. Maberly. 



Sir, Edinburgh, 1 April 1843. 

I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, and, as requested, 
have to propose Mr. Alexander Buchanan, of the Clydesdale Hotel, Lanark, and Mr. 
George Taylor, of Whitebum-by-Landa, as sureties for me, under the bond which will be 
required for the due performance of the service. 

I am, &c. 

Col. Maberly, (signed) John Croall. 

Secretary, General Post-office. - ... 
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Sir, General Post-office, 6 April 1843. 

I am directed by the Postmaster-general to inform you, that the draft of the new con- 
tract for the supply of mail coaches for the use of the Post-office in Ireland, will be 
shortly placed in your hands for perusal ; and at the same time I am desired by his 
Lordship to point out to you that an additional clause has been added similar to one 
which is inserted in the contract for the Southern and Midland Districts of England, under 
which it is provided that the mileage allowance shall be reduced to one penny per double 
mile, whenever it is found expedient to carry the coaches supplied by you over any line of 
railway in Ireland, although it is not at all probable that railways to any extent will be 
employed by the Post-office in Ireland for some time to come. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. John Croall, of Edinburgh. (signed) W. L. Maberly. 



Sir, Edinburgh, 8 April 1843. 

I am favoured with your letter of the 6th instant, and in answer beg to mention, that 
I agree that the mileage of the mail coaches that may at any time be carried by any 
railway be reduced to one penny per double mile, and I consent that this clause be inserted 
in my contract for supplying the Irish mail coaches. 

I am, &c. 

W. Maberly, Esq. (signed) John Croall 

General Post-office, London. 



Stephens’ Coach Factory, No. 40, Bishop-street, 
Dublin, 20 March 1843. 

I propose supplying coaches according to the tenor of the circular received, at 4 \d. 
per double mile for 700 miles, or one part of the contract, four-horse coaches weighing 
about 17 cwt., and two-horse about 15 cwt. 

(signed) Henry Stephens. 



To the Right honourable Lord Lowther, Postmaster-general, &c. &c. 



Lo r d , London, 22 March 1843. 

W ITH reference to and m conformity with the conditions which have been published in 
the newspapers for proposals for the supply of mail coaches for the use of Her Majesty’s 
service m Ireland : J J 

We hereby propose to supply same for the sum of three-pence per double mile, accord- 
ing to the terms specified. 



(signed) Peter Purcell. 

W. II. Bourne. 
James Hartley. 



Royal Mail Coach Factory, Gough-street, 
Gray’s-Inn-lane, 22 March 1843 . 

To his Lordship, Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general. 

I am willing, and do hereby tender to supply coaches for the use of Her Majesty’s Post- 
ofhce m Ireland, in accordance with the specification received from the Post-office, dated 
February, for the sum of 2| d. per double mile. ’ 

The weight of the said coaches not to exceed the average of 1 8 cwt. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Joseph Wright. 

J*l snlmntting to his Lordship Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general, my ^nder ^r^the 
supply of mail coaches m Ireland, I beg to state it is under the impression that in con- 
sequence of the yery short time ^ allowed for preparation, rendering it quite impossible to 

?n e ?d?f” eW l C0 “!S S / 0r .? e semce ’ h .' s L ° r <Iship will make such arrangements as P will grant 
an additional period for the construction of the new carriages. S ^ 

George Stowe, Esq. ^ ^ C ‘ T . 

* (signed) Joseph Wright. 



Ireland. 



Present payment for the hire of mail coaches 
M. f 

2,056 l at 3 d. per double mile 



£■ $. d. 

9,381 1 4| 



Tenders. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




NEW CONTRACT FOR MAIL COACHES IN IRELAND. 



£■ s. d. 

- 14,071 12 l'-f s 

- 9,381 1 4 $ 

- 7,817 11 2 

7,426 13 7 c 5j. 

£. s. d. 

Present price ----- 9 } 38i i 4| 

Mr. Croall’s Tender - 7,426 13 7^- 



Saving - £.1,954 7 8 T 9 g 



My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 12 April 1843. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
herewith the enclosed applications, on behalf of Messrs. Purcell, in regard to mail coach 
contract, and to request your Lordship will consider the same, and favour this Board with 
your opinion thereon. 

I am, &c. 

Tire Right honourable the Postmaster-general, (signed) G. Clerk. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Tenders. 





M. 


/ 








Mr. Stephens - 


2,056 


I 


at 


4 \d. per 


double mile 


Messrs. Purcell & Co. 


2,056 


1 


at 


3 d. 




Mr. Wright 


2,056 


1 


at 


2 id. 




Mr. Croall 


2,056 


1 


at 


2 } s d. 





At a meeting of Irish Members, held at the house of the Right honourable Fred. Shaw, 
m. p., 5, Chester-street, on Saturday morning, the 8tn April 1843, 

It was unanimously resolved, That the withdrawal of the mail coach contract from 
Mr. Purcell would be likely to occasion great excitement in Ireland, and to be productive of 
unfortunate consequences in the present state of that country. 

That, considering the length of time for which Mr. Purcell has held the mail coach 
contracts, we feel he has been treated with some degree of hardship on this occasion. 

That a deputation from this meeting be appointed to wait upon the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, for the purpose of presenting the Memorial lately agreed upon, and signed by 
2,500 of the Irish nobility, gentry, merchants and others, remonstrating against the with- 
drawal of the contract, and to impress upon Her Majesty’s Government the great importance 
of re-considering the matter, with the view, if possible, of continuing the contract to 
Mr. Purcell ; whose conduct hitherto, as a public contractor, there is every reason to believe 
has given the fullest satisfaction to the Post-office Department, and whose enterprise and 
public spirit have been eminently useful in opening new sources of employment in Ireland. 

(signed) Fred. Shaw, 

S. A. Hamilton, Secretary. Chairman. 



The following Members were present : 



The Right honourable Fred. Shaw\ 
Sir Robert Ferguson. 

Colonel Acton. 

Colonel Vernon. 

Honourable Mr. Gore. 

Mr. Sharman Crawford. 

Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 

Captain Taylor. 



Mr. Grogan. 

Mr. Gregory. 

Sir Thomas Esmonde. 
Mr. Ross. 

Mr. Villiers Stuart. 
Dr. Stock. 

Captain Layard. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants, Bankers, .Householders and Inhabitants 
of Dublin. 

May it please your Lordships, 

We, the undersigned Merchants, Traders and Householders of the city of Dublin, having 
learned with feelings of deep regret and alarm, that the contracts for the building and sup- 
plying mail coaches in this country are about to be given to a contractor, not only not 
resident in it, but who intends, as will appear to your Lordships from the understated facts, 
to import, ready-made, all the mail coaches intended for Her Majesty’s service in Ireland, 
beg most respectfully to entreat your Lordships’ grave and immediate attention to the 
consequences which must follow from the execution of a contract thus intended to be 
performed. 

We beg respectfully to acquaint your Lordships, that the contract for the building and 
supply of the mails in Ireland, for the last five years, having been obtained by Mr. Purcell, 
of this city, and for more than thirty years preceding having been undertaken by that 
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gentleman in conjunction with the Messrs. Bourne 8c Hartley, two extensive establish- 
ments were opened and conducted in this city by Messrs. Purcell & Jameson and the 
Messrs. Bourne respectively, wherein the building and other details connected with the 
execution of the contracts above stated have been carried on, thereby affording remu- 
nerative employment to the tradesmen and mechanics of this country : it is almost 
unnecessary to add, that in consequence thereof, habits of industry and order were promoted, 
and a numerous, respectable and peaceable class of tradesmen enabled to support their 
families in comfort and independence. 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit, that if the contracts for the next term of years be 
given to a gentleman who possesses no factory or establishment in this country for building 
coaches, he must, in order to execute the terms of his contract, place on the various lines of 
road in Ireland about 120 mail coaches to run on the 28th of May, a period from this date 
of one month and twenty-four days ; from which circumstance, it is obvious, that such 
coaches so intended to run in May, must be imported ready-made, a fact evidently incon- 
sistent with the terms of the conditions of the proposed contract, which announced that the 
carriages were to be built specially for the service. 

Your Memorialists do not think it necessaiy to dwell minutely on the misery, destitution 
and sufferings to which this circumstance must reduce hundreds of tradesmen, workmen 
and their families, as must be obvious to your Lordships as well as to your Memorialists, 
who are aware that, owing to the arrangements about to be sanctioned by the Post-office 
authorities, the extensive factories of Messrs. Purcell & Jameson and the Messrs. Bourne 
will be so reduced, if not altogether closed, as unavoidably to occasion the serious calamities 
referred to. 

Your Memorialists have to state, that Mr. Purcell did not demand more than he had been 
in the habit of receiving for his previous contracts, and finding that new terms differing 
from, and not contemplated by, the notice of the Postmaster-general were taken into con- 
sideration, he at once offered to perform the work on terms equally favourable ; and your 
Memorialists respectfully represent that there was no formality sufficient to exclude the new 
terms offered by Mr. Purcell from the consideration of the Postmaster-general, as it ap- 
pears, on referring to Lord Lowther’s letter, addressed to Lord Eliot, that the contract of 
Mr. Croall, was treated as open, and was subsequently qualified. 

It seems, therefore, to your Memorialists that fair and ample grounds existed for giving a 
preference to the former contractor, who fulfilled for nearly 30 years, with credit and satis- 
faction to the Government, and highly to the benefit and advantage of this country the 
terms of his previous engagements. J 

Your Memorialists cannot avoid referring to the circumstance, that while the Irish Post- 
office contracts have been extensively advertised in the public papers throughout Eno-land 
and Scotland, no advertisement whatever of the English contracts have appeared in the 
Irish papers. r 

Your Memorialists, therefore, most earnestly and respectfully request your Lordships to 
give the Messrs. Purcell, Bourne & Hartley the same opportunity of amending their 
tender that appears by the letter of the Postmaster-general to have been allowed to 
Mr. Croall, the declared contractor, previous to the contract having been declared, and after 
lus original tender was put in, and to adopt such measures as may enable the former con- 
tractors to continue to supply mail coaches for Her Majesty’s service in Ireland upon the 
lowest terms that have yet been offered for the purpose. r 



And your Memorialists will ever pray. 



(signed) Geo. Roe, Lord Mayor. 
Leinster. 

Erne. 

And by 1,795 other persons. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants, Householders and Inhabitants of Drogheda, 
Respectfully sheweth, 

That your Memorialists have heard with feelings of deep regret and disappointment, 
that it is in contemplation not to renew the contract for the supply of mail coaches in 
Ireland with the parties who have supplied them for many years, but to accept the tender 
of a person not resident m the country, because his offer is a little lower in price 
Xhatwhile your Memorialists admit the principle and advantage of free competition in 
contracts, they would respectfully urge upon your Lordships’ consideration the peculiar 
circumstances of the present case j viz. — 1 

The contracts having existed for many years, at a rate admitted to be reasonable and 
which rate must have become known, the contractors were thereby more exposed to be 
underbid than m usual cases of ordinary competition. “ 

That the present contractors have a large amount of property invested in manufacturing 
and supplying the coaches, which will be rendered almost worthless if the contract be 
given away from them. 

That parties thus circumstanced have a strong claim for a preference, and that great dis- 
advantage will be likely to arise m the fulfilment of such contracts, if consideration be not 
given to the position of parties so circumstanced. 

To 
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That the coach trade is one of the very few branches of manufacture now remaining in 
Ireland, and in which it is admitted we produce articles of equal finish and durabilitv to 
any other part of the United Kingdom. 3 

That a large number of hands, who have had constant wages for years past would be at 
once thrown out of employment, and the number of our unoccupied'and starving mechanics 
considerably increased. a 

That your Memorialists, therefore, with great respect, earnestly entreat that vour Lord- 
ships will be pleased to take the foregoing circumstances into your favourable consideration 
and give a preference of the contract to the parties who have for- many years performed 
the service with entire satisfaction to your Memorialists and the public at larcre. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed by 138 persons. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

May it please your Lordships, 

We, the undersigned Noblemen, Merchants, Traders and Householders of the city of 
Waterford, having learned with feelings of deep regret and alarm, that the contracts for the 
building and supplying mail coaches in this country are about to be given to a contractor, 
not only not resident in it, but who intends, as will appear to your Lordships from the 
understated facts, to import, ready made, all the mail coaches intended for Her Majesty’s 
service in Ireland, beg most respectfully to entreat your Lordships’ grave and immediate 
attention to the consequences which must follow from the execution of a contract thus in- 
tended to be performed. 

We beg respectfully to acquaint your Lordships, that the contract for the building and 
supply of the mails in Ireland, for the last five years, having been obtained by Mr. Purcell, 
of this city, and for more than 30 years preceding having been undertaken by that gentle- 
man, in conjunction with the Messrs. Bourne k Hartley, two extensive establishments 
were opened and conducted in this city by Messrs. Purcell k Jameson and the Messrs. 
Bourne respectively, wherein the building and other details connected with the execution 
of the contracts above stated have been carried on, thereby affording remunerative employ- 
ment to the tradesmen and mechanics of this country ; it is almost unnecessary to add 
that, in consequence thereof, habits of industry and order were promoted, and a numerous, 
respectable and peaceable class of tradesmen enabled to support their families in comfort 
and independence. 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit, that if the contracts for the next term of years be 
given to a gentleman who possesses no factory or establishment in this country for building 
coaches, he must, in order to execute the terms of his contract, place on the various lines 
of road in Ireland about 120 mail coaches to run on the 28th of May, a period from this 
date of one month and twenty-four days ; from which circumstance it is obvious that such 
coaches so intended to run in May next must be imported ready made, a fact evidently 
inconsistent with the terms of the advertised conditions of the proposed contract, which 
announces that the carriages were to be built specially for the service. 

Your Memorialists do not think it necessary to dwell minutely on the misery, destitution 
and sufferings to which this circumstance must reduce hundreds of tradesmen, workmen 
and their families, as must be obvious to your Lordships as well as to your Memorialists, 
who are aware that, owing to the arrangements about to be sanctioned by the Post-office 
authorities, the extensive factories fof Messrs. Purcell k Jameson and the Messrs. Bourne 
will be reduced, if not altogether closed. 

Your Memorialists have to state, that Mr. Purcell did not demand more than he had 
been in the habit of receiving for his previous contract ; and finding that new terms differ- 
ing from, and not contemplated by, the printed notice of the Postmaster-general were taken 
in consideration, he at once offered to perform the work on terms equally favourable, and 
your Memorialists respectfully represent that there was no formality sufficient to exclude 
the new terms offered by Mr. Purcell from the consideration of the Postmaster-general, 
as it appears on referring to Lord Lowther’s letter, addressed to Lord Eliot, that thq contract 
of Mr. Croali was treated as open, and was subsequently qualified. 

It seems, therefore, to your Memorialists that fair and ample grounds exist for giving a 
preference to the former contractor, who fulfilled for nearly 30 years, with credit and satis- 
faction to the Government, and highly to the benefit and advantage of this country, the 
terms of his previous engagements. 

Your Memorialists cannot avoid referring to the circumstances that, while the Irish Post-* 
office contracts have been extensively advertised in the public papers throughout England 
and Scotland, no advertisement whatever of the English contracts have appeared in the 
Irish papers. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, most earnestly and respectfully entreat your Lordships 
to give the said Messrs. Purcell, Bourne k Hartley the same opportunity of amending 
their tender that appears to have been afforded to Mr. Croali previous to the contract having 
been declared, and to adopt such measures as wiil enable the former contractors to continue 
to supply mail coaches in Ireland as usual upon the terms contained in the lowest tender 
that has been made for the purchase. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed by 66 persons. 

561. B To 
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To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Rate-payers and Householders of St. Mary's Parish, Dublin. 

May it please your Lordships, 

We, the churchwardens authorized by the rate-payers and householders in vestry duly 
assembled, having learned with feelings of pain and alarm that the contract for building and 
supplying mail coaches in this country are about being given to a contractor not only not 
resident in it, but who intends, as will appear to your Lordships from the understated facts, 
to import, ready made, all the mail coaches intended for Her Majesty’s service in Ireland, 
beg to entreat your Lordships’ attention to the consequences that must follow from the exe- 
cution of a contract thus intended to be performed. 

They beg respectfully to acquaint your Lordships that, for upwards of 30 years preceding 
two extensive establishments conducted in this city by the late contractors, wherein the 
building and other details connected with the contract afforded remunerative employment 
to the tradesmen and mechanics of this country, and enabled them to support their families 
in comfort and independence, who will now be reduced to utter destitution by the closing of 
those two extensive factories. 

Your Memorialists have to state, that it was not contemplated by the printed notice of 
the Postmaster-general, that Mr. Purcell did not demand more than he was in the habit of 
receiving, and he at once (when a conditional contract was acted on in Mr. Croall’s case) 
offered to do the work equally favourable, preventing any loss thereby to the Treasury ; under 
those circumstances, it seems that fair and ample grounds exist for giving a preference to 
the former contractor. 

Your Memorialists have read in the public press the speech of Lord Eliot in the House of 
Commons on this subject; he acknowledged that the contract of Mr. Croall was treated as 
open, and subsequently qualified ; and the advertisements for said contract appearing in the 
English and Scotch papers, and no English contract appearing in the Irish papers, gives an 
undue advantage to English and Scotch contractors, to the prejudice of the Irish, who, if 
afforded the same privileges, would compete fairly in manufacturing as genuine an article, 
and at as low, if not lower, rate than our Scotch or English competitors. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, most earnestly entreat your Lordships to continue the con- 
tract with Messrs. Purcell, Bourne & Hartley, who are in a state of readiness to execute 
the order by the 28 th of May next, for 128 coaches, which is evident cannot be done within 
the time by Mr. Croall, excepting Mr. Croall purchases coaches which have been out of use, 
and never made to the order, and we believe such unsafe to be used on the Irish roads. 



And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Parishioners, 



18 April 1843. 



John Jackson, 

J. Chambers, jun. 



j-Churchwardens. 



To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A Memorial to your Lordships was adopted at a most respectable meeting of the 
parishioners of St. Mary’s, in this city, in vestry assembled, on the 18th instant, the Vener- 
able the Archdeacon of Kildare in the chair ; and, in conformity to the resolution of the 
same meeting, we have now the honour of enclosing it to your Lordships, and at the same 
time take the liberty of adding the expression of our hope, that it may receive your early 
and most favourable consideration. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) John Jackson , , 

J. Cta4«/j ClmrcWardeDS ' 

121, Capel-street, Dublin, 

18 April 1843. 



To the Right honourable the Lords of the Treasury. 

. My Lords, 

The following Memorial of the Gentlemen, Merchants and Operatives of the town of 

Belfast, 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That for a series of years the contractors for the supply of coaches to carry the Royal 
mail throughout the various districts of Ireland, and that, having been executed in this 
kingdom, they have been the means of affording constant and adequate employment to 
many hundreds of industrious mechanics and artisans. 

Your Memorialists do not impugn the motives of your decision, but beg to respectfully 
solicit your Lordships’ grave consideration of the facts attendant upon the transfer of the 
manufactm-e of these coaches to Scotland. Your Memorialists deplore that a vast number 
of industrious operatives will be thrown out of employment, and at a period when little hope 

remains 
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remarns “flheir succeeding to any other; these, with a vast number of their dependents 
w,ll he deprived of bread, wh.ch wdl render the case afflicting, preventing the many advan- 
mSinv Poor-law " 8 ’ CaP “ a l ’ a " d mevltabl y increasing an overburdening and accu- 

Your “Memorialists humbly pray your Lordships to the re-consideration of this contract 
that mil prevent those evils in an excmng time, by giving to Ireland the consolation of 
manufactunng those arhcles of convenience that her mercantile and commercial intercourse 
require, and which Irish revenues support. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed by about 7,210 persons. 

To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, 

J. ? A 7i E S0 into , circum stances of the case as detailed in the communication 

which I had the honour to address to your Lordships on the 25 th ultimo, in reply to Mr. 
Purcell s letter, comp aimng that he has not been fairly treated in the matter ofthe new 
contract for the supply of mail coaches for the use ofthe Post-office in Ireland, that, in 
returning the enclosed Memorials from the noblemen and merchants of Waterford on the 
same subject, with similar Memorials from the inhabitants of Dublin, the merchants of 
Drogheda, and the Insh Members of Parliament, I really do not see that I can add anv 
thmgto that communication, except as regards the allegation, that the new contract with 
Mr. Croall will have the effect of depriving a large number of mechanics and artisans of 
employment. 

On this point I imagine the parties labour under some great misconception of the matter 
as, supposing the whole sum to be paid to the contractor (which is about 7,400/. a year) 
was expended m workmen’s wages, at the rate of 30 s. a week each ; it would only find 
employment for 94 men, leaving nothing for the cost of materials in the first instance, and 
lor the contractors profit, which, taken into consideration, will much diminish the amount 
ol expenditure tor wages and the number of workmen. 

I have only further to remark, that although Mr. Croall may build his new coaches in 
bcotland, he will be compelled to have the repairs executed in Ireland, as it would never 
answer his purpose to incur the expense of returning his coaches to Scotland every time 
they may require the most trifling repair. 

G 9" e M4 P i“ e ’ (sis ^ e ’ 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

May it please your Lordships, 

fxr'^ E ’ un d ers *gned Gentlemen, Merchants, Traders and Householders of the town of 
Wexford and its vicinity, having learned with feelings of deep regret and alarm, that the 
contracts for the building and supplying mail coaches in this country are about to be given 
to a contractor, not only not resident in it, but who intends, as will appear to your Lord- 
ships from the understated facts, to import ready made all the mail coaches intended for 
Her Majesty’s service in Ireland, beg most respectfully to entreat your Lordships’ grave 
and immediate attention to the consequences which must follow from the execution of a 
contract thus intended to be performed. 

We beg respectfully to acquaint your Lordships, that the contract for the building and 
supply of the mails in Ireland for the last five years having been obtained by Mr. Purcell, 
and for more than 30 years preceding having been undertaken by that gentleman, in con- 
junction with the Messrs. Bourne & Hartley, two extensive establishments were opened 
and conducted in the city of Dublin by Messrs. Purcell Sc Jameson and the Messrs. 
Bourne respectively, wherein the building and other details connected with the execution 
of the contracts above stated have been carried on, thereby affording remunerative employ- 
ment to the tradesmen and mechanics of this country. 

Your Memorialists respectfully submit, that if the contracts for the next term of years 
be given to a gentleman who possesses no factory or establishment in this country for 
building coaches, he must, in order to execute the terms of his contract, place on the 
various lines of road in Ireland about 120 mail coaches to run on the 28 th of May, a 
period from this date of one month and a few days; from which circumstance it is obvious 
that such coaches so intended to run in May must be imported ready made, a fact evidently 
inconsistent with the terms of the advertised conditions of the proposed contract, which 
announced that the carriages were to be built specially for the service. 

Your Memorialists do not think it necessary to dwell minutely on the misery, destitution 
and sufferings to which this circumstance must reduce hundreds of tradesmen, workmen 
and their families, as must be obvious to your Lordships as well as to your Memorialiste, 
who are aware that, owing to the arrangements about to be sanctioned by the Post-office 
authorities, the extensive factories of Messrs. Purcell Sc Jameson and the Messrs. Bourne 
will be greatly reduced, if not altogether closed. 

\ our Memorialists have to state, that Mr. Purcell did not demand more than he had 
been m the habit of receiving for his previous contracts, and finding that tfyenew terms 
5^1 • b 2 differing 
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differing from and not contemplated by the printed notice of the Postmaster-general, were 
taken in consideration, he at once offered to perform the contract on terms equally favour- 
able ; and we respectfully represent, that there was no formality sufficient to exclude the 
new terfias offered by Mr. Purcell from the consideration of the Postmaster-general, as it 
appears, in referring to Lord Lowther’s letter addressed to Lord Eliot, that the contract 
of Mr. Croall was treated as open, and was subsequently qualified. 

It seems, therefore, to your Memorialists, that fair and ample grounds exist for giving 
a preference to the former contractor, who fulfilled for nearly 30 years, with credit and 
satisfaction to the Government, and highly to the benefit and advantage of this country 
the terms of his previous engagements. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, most earnestly and respectfully entreat your Lordships to 
adopt such measures as will enable the former contractors to continue to supply the mail 
coaches in Ireland as usual, upon the terms contained in the lowest tender that has been 
made for the purchase. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed by 186 persons. 



My Lord, Treasury Chambers, 14 June 1843. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
herewith a Memorial from Mr. Peter Purcell, with its enclosures, respecting the Irish mail 
coach contract, and to request your Lordship will consider the same, and favour this Board 
with your opinion thereon. 

I am, See. 

The Right hon. the Postmaster-general. (signed) G. Clerk. 



To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



The humble Memorial of Peter Purcell, late Contractor for the supply of Mail 
Loaches in Ireland, J 



Sheweth, 

last ’ the Postmaster-general issued specifications for anew 
mail coach contract in Ireland, to commence on the 28th of May then next, the tenders for 
which were to be delivered on the 22d March, being an interval of only nine weeks : whereas 
in the years 183_ and 1837, six clear months’ notice was given for tenders 

I hat m such specifications it was expressly stipulated, that “ the carriages, with their 
vheels, poles and horse-bars, were to be built specially for the service that the materials 
were to be of the best quality both as regarded “ the. strength of the carriage, and the ease 
°f,? e P 3ssen ^i” that " well-seasoned wood !nd JhebestTon 
were to be used , and that if the contractors should make default in any of the stipulations 
° Posjmaster-genera. 1 might immediately determine the 7 same.” P 

hat on the ~-d of March, your Memorialist and his partners made a tender to the Post- 
which r iS ene] h m th ® s . e ' v ° rds: “ W 'th reference to and in conformity with the conditions 
h ch have been published m the newspapers for proposals for supplying mail coaches for 
t US r%°S Her Majesty’s service in Ireland, we hereby propose ^supply Xe same fo thl 
formp/ 3 /; per . doub . ltim, le> according to the terms specified,” being th? sum agreed to in the 

IZrSTp;™! Bum the ■“«* w-“ ~ d wZat 

land; to be landed in ,,e- 

violation of the published stipulations ^’’applied * Postmaster m»neraf 

inspection to be made : that his Lordehin j * rostmas f e r-g°neral to cause an 

Post-office authorities in Dublin, and Mr Stowe the r t quest * and the 

, May, 
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May, made a joint report, that only six out of 31 coaches in Dublin were new coaches 
built specially for the service ; and that all the others were either admitted by the Post- 
office authorities to be old coaches, or had old materials worked up in them, and that the 
springs involved risks of delay; all of which is in direct and gross violation of the" pub- 
lished stipulations. 

That the two referees also specifically reported a further violation of these stipulations, 
inasmuch as that the manufacture of the coaches, with very few exceptions, was of the 
roughest and most unworkmanlike class ; that the bodies and other parts, after some work 
would give further and decided evidence of inferior materials and workmanship; that these 
coaches were not what any respectable competent coach-builder would turn out as well-con- 
structed mail coaches, if built to order; and that their value was at least 25 per cent, less 
than that of well-built coaches. 

That at the period of this examination several of Mr. Croall’s coaches were not in Dublin, 
but at Cork and other places; that your Memorialist consequently sent an agent, Mr. 
Garnett, to Cork, to meet Mr. Stowe, and examine the condition of the coaches there • that 
on the morning of the 5th June the examination commenced, and seven coaches were 
seen ; that an appointment was made to examine others in the afternoon ; but on your 
Memorialist’s agent then seeing Mr. Stowe, that gentleman said he had received directions 
from the Postmaster-general that no person was to be present at the examination except 
Mr. Stowe, his inspector, and any person he might think fit to assist him ; being directly 
contrary to the equitable arrangement which had been entered upon in Dublin by the 
authority of the Postmaster-general. 

That, notwithstanding this prevention of the attendance of his agent, your Memorialist has 
received a report made by Mr. J. B. Hammett, coach-builder, of Cork, by which it appears, 
that out of 15 coaches there examined by him on the 1 st June, three only were new, 
although, with two exceptions, they had regularly worked the mail-coach journeys up to 
that day. 

That, contrary to the published stipulations, many mail coaches, now in U6e, and con- 
veying Her Majesty’s mails in Ireland, are admitted by the Post-office authorities to be 
old ; that many more can be proved to be so ; that it appears from the reports already 
referred to, that there are mail coaches on the main-lines as well as upon the cross-lines 
which have not been built specially for the service, and that the coach, No. 61 , lettered 
“ Cork and Dublin,” a portion of the springs of which are old, has actually broken these 
old springs on one journey, and delayed the delivery of the mail bags at Cork 30 minutes, 
being the very circumstance anticipated by Messrs. Hutton Sc Dawson in their report. 

That Mr. Croall’s contract was taken by the Postmaster-general in preference to your 
Memorialist’s, on the ground that there would be an annual saving to the public of 2,000/., 
or 25 per cent. ; whereas Mr. Croall has supplied an article 25 per cent, below the value he 
was bound to supply by the published stipulations; so that the public sustains a loss pre- 
cisely equal to the difference between the price of your Memorialist’s contract and Mr. 
Croall’s ; that the workmanship aud materials of the coaches furnished under Mr. Croall’s 
contract are not of the best quality as required by the stipulations; and that the reduction 
in the mileage by the present contractor has not been produced in the fair spirit of trade by 
the supply of the same article at a less price, but by an attempted imposition, in direct 
opposition to the published stipulations and the tenders. 

That the present contractor has not satisfactorily executed previous contracts in Scotland ; 
and in all the matters above mentioned, he has not complied with the stipulations on which ' 
his tender was received in preference to that of your Memorialist. 

That, from the irregularity of the notice to contractors, your Memorialist was led to believe 
that the Post-office would continue his former contract, from the impossibility (as has since 
been proved, of new coaches being supplied elsewhere within, the short period of nine 
weeks. 

That when your Memorialist became contractor for the first time in 1332, he was required 
by the Post-office authorities to build, and did build, entirely new coaches, according to a 
model furnished by them ; that, in 1837, on the renewal of the . contract, he had prepared 
a great number of new coaches, and was ready to provide others ; but as there was no com- 
petition, and as the work had been previously executed to the full satisfaction of the autho- 
rities, he was not called on to do so ; and his second contract was treated merely as an 
extension of the first ; that upon the present occasion (believing that new coaches were 
required by the published stipulations), he was prepared to fulfil the same to the fullest 
extent, as appears by his tender. 

That the contract entered into with Mr. Croall was expressly upon the published stipula- 
tions ; and he must not only supply coaches to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-general, but 
he must do so according to those stipulations ; that it is a violation of the contract to supply 
any old coaches as “ coaches built specially for the service and your Memorialist sub- 
mits, that old coaches, which had l>een used in whole or in part in Scotland, cannot be 
contemplated as coming within the terms or the spirit of the words “ built specially for the 
service,” under the recent Irish contract. 

Your Memorialist, therefore, prays, that as default has been made by Mr. Croall in the 
performance of his contract under the published stipulations, both as regards the coaches 
being new, and the materials used, the Postmaster-general may, by virtue of the power 
reserved to him for that purpose, immediately determine the contract so broken by 
Mr. Croall. 

That thereupon the Postmaster-general will accept your Memorialist’s tender, being in 
fact on the same money terms as Mr. Croall’s tender, and which, from the number of 

56l. B 3 
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new coaches on his hands, and the means at his disposal, your Memorialist is well able 
to carry out; and that your Lordships will give such further relief to the public, and to 
your Memorialist, as to you may seem right. 

And your Memorialist will ever pray, &c. 

10 June 1843. Peter Purcell. 



Appendix, No. 1. 

Statement of Facts sent by Peter Purcell to Lord Eliot on the 26th March. 

The contract for building mail coaches in Ireland expires on the 28th of May next. 

An advertisement appeared in the public papers about the 26th of February, from the 
Postmaster-general, in which certain conditions were made known, and to which the atten 
tion of persons proposing was required such tender to be delivered in London on the 22d of 
March. 1 



Wright & Williams, of London, put in tenders, both lower in price than Mr.’ Purcell but 
both tenders accompanied with a condition, that the Postmaster-general was to allow an 
extended time for the supply of the necessary number of new coaches, and that they should 
be permitted to work old coaches for some months, until the new ones -could be furnished 
Mr. Croall’s tender was on the 22 d received by the Postmaster-general, and Mr Croall 
was given to understand he should have the contract, but without conditions. 

Mr. Purcell respectfully states, that any tender accompanied by conditions could not and 
should not have been received or entertained, and that the only legal and proper tender offered 
was his own After his tender was received, Mr. Croall still adhered to the condition which 
accompanied it. Mr. Purcell considers he is entitled to the same permission to amend his 
proposal, which certainly would have been different had he been aware that the Post-office 
did not intend to adhere to its own printed conditions, and that they would receive proposals 
requiring an extended period for the supply of new mail coaches y * 

He conceived that lie had as good a right to amend his tender, which he did by proposing 
to do the duty for the owest sum offered, and so informed his Lordship, the Postmastn- 
general, bv letter, on the -4tli instant, to which he has not received any reply Mr Purrpll 
made this proposition verbally to his Lordship on the 23d instant; and again, in writing as 
above on the -4th, Mr. Purcell relies with confidence on the fact, that MaCroall’s contract 
was not m conformity to the condittons referred to ; and if he now feels it useful or necessarv 
fo waive conditions n Iucli were sent m with bis proposal, and even does so, it can be con- 
sidered in no other light but a variation from his original offer ; and Mr. Purcell considere 
injustice and fair dealing, he has an equal right to amend or alter his original tender. ’ 



(a) Copy of Proposal from Messrs. Purcell, Bourne & Hartley, for the supply of Mail 
Coaches in Ireland. 

To Lord Lowther, Postmaster-general, Sec. Sec. 

My Lord, 

With reference to and in conformity with llie conditions which have been published in 
the newspapers for proposals for supplying mail coaches for the use of Her Maies^yWic” 

Z the temir specified. Pr °^° Se t<5 SUPPly ^ ^ SUm of 3 d ‘ P er doubIe according 

London, 22 March 1843. ^ TC Ji d 

W. H. Bourne. 

J. Hartley. 



Appendix, No. 2. 

Coaches admitted fay Mr. Stou re to be old. -These coaches are not in Dublin, but scattered 
through the country. 

Nos. 48. Admitted old. 

49. Waterford and Cork, old. 

55. Waterford and Limerick, old. 

57. Waterford and Wexford, old. 

50. Cork and Bantry, old. 

52. Cork and Kinsale, old. 

60 . Cork and Tralee, old. 

46. Galway and Limerick, old. 

Limerick and Cork, old. 

Limerick and Tralee, old. 

45. (Blank), old. 

43 or 63. Ditto, old. 
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The following examined by Mr. Hutton and Mr. Dawson. 



Saturday, 27 May, Dublin. 

No. 42: Sligo coach; all the springs old, and have been manifestly much in use; it 
appears to us that the body of this coach is new. 

No. 41. Dublin and Limerick; front cross springs old, and considerably used; the same 
remark applies to the hind carriage springs ; it appears to us that the body 
is new. 



No. 25. Dublin and Belfast; carriage springs not new, and carriage part, except the 
wheels and fore case, old ; the body is new ; Mr. Dawson thinks a portion of 
the springs old ; he also is decided that the hind axle case is old, and that 
* hind and fore cases have been in use before ; the guard’s seat Mr. Hutton and 
Mr. Dawson concur in stating to be old. 

No. 20. Dublin and Cork ; new. 

No. 27. Dublin and Sligo; hind carriage spring near side not new ; guard’s seat old. 

No. 34. Dublin and Limerick ; front cross body spring is unsafe ; portion of old hind 
carriage spring old ; front step worn smooth. 

No. 19. Dublin and Cork; new. 

No. 30. Dublin and Waterford ; front axle old and worn; portions of front carriage and 
body springs old. 

No. 23. Dublin and Galway; new. 

No. 33. Dublin and Wexford ; old flange bolts, new body, but springs defective ; hind 
flange bolts used ; Mr. Hutton conceives the coach unsafe for travelling, by 
reason of the defect in the flange bolts; Mr. Dawson is of opinion, if the 
coach continue to run for 200 miles, it would be attended with danger. 

No. 36. Dublin and Galway; springs part old and part new. 

No. 29. Dublin and Enniskillen ; new. 

No. 48. Ballinasloe and Westport, admitted to be old; Mr. Croall’s agent stated that it 
was not intended for Her Majesty’s service. 

(signed) Thomas Hutton. 

J. S. Dawson. 



Dublin, 29 May 1843. 



Examination of Mail Coaches belonging to Mr. Croall by Mr. Thomas Hutton and 
Mr. John Dawson. 

No. 36. Dublin and Galway; the axle new, but old flange bolts on hind wheel; the 
springs, front and rear, are part new and part old ; off front-side spring has 
an additional plate without a stud slipped in ; the corresponding one has 
not a slip plate. 

No. 45. Marked Dublin and Sligo, which was worked into Dublin this morning, is 
admitted by Mr. Croall’s agent to be an old coach. 

No. 31. Dublin and Wexford ; the springs are old, and the flange plates and bolts are 
also old. 

No. 22. Dublin and Derry ; is a new coach. 

No. 26. Dublin and Belfast ; is a new coach. 

No. 35. Dublin and Limerick ; portions of the springs new, and portions old. 

No. 32. Dublin and Waterford ; portions of the springs new, and portions old. 

No. 28. Dublin and Enniskillen; hind body and carriage springs partly new and partly 
old ; the front body springs are new. 

We certify that we have examined 19 mail coaches, and herewith enclose our detailed 
opinion of the same, and, having been requested by the Inspector of Mail Coaches to give 
our opinion as to the road worthiness of the same, we declare, as far as we can judge, the 
wheels, carriages and axles are safe ; the springs are the only parts which we consider to 
involve risks of delay. 

(signed) Thomas Hutton. 

John S. Dawson. 



Sir, Dublin, 29 May 1843. 

W e beg leave, as desired, to enclose our reports of the mail coaches exsmined by us in 
Dorset-street, and cannot close them without expressing our opinion, that the manufacture 
of the coaches, with very few exceptions, is of the roughest and most unworkmanlike class. 
We are also of opinion that the bodies and other parts, after some work, will give further and 
decided evidence of inferior materials and workmanship. As a whole, we are of opinion 
that these coaches are not what any respectable competent coach-builder would turn out as. 
well-constructed mail coaches, if built to order. The value of the coaches in question is, in 
our opinion, at least 25 per cent, less than that of well-built coaches. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Hutton. 

To George Stowe, Esq., General Post Office. John S. Dawson, 



5 *)l. b 4 Appendix, 
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Appendix, No. 3. 

Copy of Certificate from J. B. Hammett, coach-builder, Marlborough-street, Cork, 
regarding the Schedule of Coaches there. 

I certify that after a careful examination of the coaches named in the subjoined list, I 
have no hesitation in stating that the description following the name and number of each 'is 
perfectly correct, and which I am ready at any time to verify on oath, if required. 

1 June 1843. (signed) J.B. Hammett. 



The coaches marked in this list, with the exception of those numbered 52 and 50 , have 
worked the regular mail coach journeys up to the 1st June. 

No. 58. Lettered Limerick and Tralee; old body and carriages. 

Limerick and Cork ; old body and carriages. 

Cork and Tralee ; new coach, but old springs. 

Dublin and Cork; old body and carriages, springs doubtful. 

Cork and Kinsale ; old body and carriages 1 
Cork and Bantry ; old body and carriages/ 001 worked as y et * 

Bantry and Cork ; new coach. 

Limerick and Cork ; old body. 

Waterford and Cork ; new coach. 

Cork and Kinsale ; old body. 

Cork and Limerick ; the four cross springs old. 

Waterford and Cork ; old body. 

Bantry and Cork ; old body and hind cross springs. 

Cork and Tralee ; old body and carriages. 

Cork and Tralee ; new. 



51. 


Ditto 


8. 


Ditto 


37. 


Ditto 


52. 


Ditto 


50. 


Ditto 


16. 


Ditto 


6. 


Ditto 


13. 


Ditto 


9. 


Ditto 


5. 


Ditto 


14. 


Ditto 


3 5. 


Ditto 


60. 


Ditto 


62. 


Ditto 



To the Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, 

I RETURN- the Memorial from Mr. Peter Purcell, with its enclosures, respecting the new 
Contract for the supply of mail coaches required for the use of the Post-office in Ireland 
which was referred to me in Sir George Clerk’s letter of the 14th ultimo, and beg to state 
that the complaint contained in this Memorial was first brought to my notice on°the 25 th 
May, when I immediately directed the Superintendent of Mail Coaches to make a complete 
examination of all the coaches provided by Mr. Croall, with the view of ascertaining how 
far the statements made as to the non-fulfilment of the terms of his contract were correct. 
P n "? er t0 i?“ s du . t J m the “ ost satisfactory manner, the Superintendent of Mail 
Goaches called to his aid respectable coachmakers of the several towns in Ireland in 
rpnnrf a Tf *** . Stati ? ned * 1 he S to enclose a copy of the Superintendent’s 
detailed d ° f ** accom P anyin S documents > on which the result of this examination is 

J^h art °*l dVe l tt0t " e cirC 1 ums J tan ? es under. which the contract with Mr. Croall was 
25th Ap e ril kst they have been already fully detailed in m y letter t0 your Lordships of the 

fn/^ aPPearS tkat ^ r - Croall, being desirous of providing for every contingency, furnished 
for the service of the Post-office m Ireland 60 coaches, a number considerably exceeding 
that required by the terms of his contract ; he being bound to provide 42 new^oaches for 
actual service, and eight spare coaches as a reserve. coacnes ror 

Of these 42 coaches, the report shows that 33 are unquestionably new. 

tl ^ ee other coaches there is some dispute. The manufacturers, however of 
hese coaches, Messrs. Russell & Co., of Edinburgh, have certified that they are new and 
I have no reason to doubt either their respectability or correctness. 3 

It is admitted that the remaining 14 coaches, including the eight spare coaches are not 

the defe “ 

As resards ’ therefore - 

Under these circumstances, I have thought it richt to consult the , 

ment as to the couree to be purened, and fnder his opinion 

your Lordships information, T have required Mr. Croall to remove the nW co .tl ' 
diatelyi and to provide, also, coaches Altogether new> 

tions have been stated and admitted to be old. r wmc “ P or 

rv Y °lp r LorJ , shl P a wi,i b ? pleased to observe, from the report of the Inspector that Mr 
Croall s coaches are considered to be more convenient than those preriSyused thai 
T "T W 'r h kSS 40 the horse3 > that “to for the guard are more coA 
RW no, a qU T ty ° f r00 “ is S" eB fOT the “towage °f ‘he mad ba“ 

It has not escaped my observation that, in one part of Mr. Purcell's Memn™l I, 
to -admit that the coaches furnished by him, in the fulfilment of the contract in 1S3? P w«e 

" 1)1Ch f tbe tba - tths contract of ^As merelTan 

extension of the former contract, which expired in that year. merely an 

With 
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With regard to this allegation, I beg to state that the form of contract signed by Mr 
Purcell in 1837, is the same as that signed by Mr. Croall in 1843, and that ro reco'rd can 
be found m the Post-office, granting any permission from the Postmaster-general, allowing 
him to depart from the strict conditions of his contract ; and if Mr. Purcell furnished old 
coaches in 183? to commence the new contract, it is clear that he committed precisely the 
sahie default which he now brings forward as an accusation against Mr. Croall 

In conclusion, I wish to state, in regard to a matter upon which Mr. Purcell seems still to 
think that he has some cause of complaint, that I have had no other object, from beginning 
to end, but that of promoting the public service; having regard, on the one hand,- to the 
efficiency of the coaches supplied, and on the other, to the utmost possible economy in the 
attainment of this object. J 

General Post-office, , - ‘^ < V 

24 July 1843. CSIgD<id) L ° Wtl “ r ' 



T fc3ir ’ . , , General Post Office, 3 July 1843. 

I have attentively perused the enclosed Memorial from Mr. Purcell, relative to' the Irish 
mail coach contract, which I now beg to return. It does not appear necessary for me to 
go into the question of the grounds upon which the Postmaster-general thought it advisable 
to accept Mr. Croall s tender; and I apprehend, therefore, I shall do right in confining 
myselt strictly, in this report, to the statements made by Mr. Purcell, that the coaches are not 
new, and that they are unfit for the conveyance of the mails in Ireland. I proceed, there- 
fore, to state the circumstances relating to the late examination of the coaches in Ireland. 
Upon receipt of the Postmaster-general’s orders to have a careful survey made of all the 
coaches supplied by Mr. Croall for the Irish service, I selected competent persons for the 
purpose ; and I now beg to forward a statement, showing the number of each coach sent to 
Ireland, the line of road upon which it is intended to run, the name of the party by whom it 
was examined, the result of the examination, and the day upon which the examination took 
place, r orty-two coaches only are required for the actual working of every mail coach line 
m Ireland ; in addition to this number, eight spare coaches are required to provide for the 
service, m case of accident, &c. ; viz., four to be kept in Dublin, two in Cork, one in Water- 
ford, and one in Belfast, making the entire number of coaches required for the service in 
Ireland, 50. It will be seen by reference to a statement enclosed, that there are now 6o 
coaches in Ireland supplied by Mr. Croall ; of this number, 33 have been pronounced to be 
new in every respect. The same statement will show what portions of the other coaches are 
pronounced to be not new, and that the deficiency is confined chiefly to the springs ; the 
coaches numbered 32, 34, 35, 41, 42 and 61, are pronounced to be new in every respect, 
with the trifling exception of a portion of the springs ; it will further appear that the coaches 
numbered 25, 2? and 28, which have been pronounced by Messrs. Hutton & Dawson, of 
Dublin, to be not new, are declared by the builders, Messrs. Russell & Co., of Edinburgh, to 
he bona fide new coaches ; it will also appear that the coaches numbered 33 and 30 are 
objected to by Messrs. Hutton & Dawson, chiefly on the ground of the flange bolts not 
being new. It will thus appear that there are now 33 bona fide new coaches in Ireland ; that 
there are six deficient only as regards some portion of the springs; that there are tw o objected 
to, chiefly on the ground of the flange bolts not being new; and that there are three which 
are declared by the builders to be new, notwithstanding the assertion of Messrs. Hutton & 
Dawson to the contrary. If, therefore, the Postmaster-general should think proper to 
direct the objectionable springs to be removed from these six coaches, and to be replaced by 
new ones, which can be done in a few days ; to allow the objectionable flange bolts and 
springs to be removed from the two coaches, which can also be done in a few days ; and if he 
should rely upon the correctness of Messrs. Russell & Co.’s certificate as regards the 
coaches numbered 25, 27 and 28 ; we should then have 44 bona fide new coaches in Ireland, 
being two more than are required for the actual working of the various lines. 

Having thus stated briefly the result of the examination of the coaches which the Post- 
master-general directed to be made, I now proceed to compare the statements furnished by 
Mr. Purcell, with the certificates I have received from the coach-builders, who examined 
the coaches referred to in his Memorial. Appendix, No. 2 , enclosed in Mr. Purcell’s 
Memorial, is merely a copy of the certificates furnished by Messrs. Hutton & Dawson, 
of the examination made by them of the coaches in Dublin on the 2? th and 29th of May ; 
there is, however, one inaccuracy in it, to which I beg to draw your attention ; it is stated 
that No. 43 or 63 is an old coach ; the fact is, that the coach No. 43 has not been sent to 
Ireland, and No. 63 has been pronounced to be a new coach. It is right to add, there was 
some doubt about the number of the coach, and Mr. Croall’s agent admitted to Messrs. 
Hutton & Dawson, that either No. 43 or 63 was an old coach. 

Appendix, No. 3, is a certificate from Mr. Hammett, of Cork, who, it appears, examined 
15 coaches on the 1st June. I have compared the statement made by Mr. Hammett with 
the certificates of the parties who examined these 15 coaches in my presence, and I find 
they agree as regards eight coaches, viz., those numbered 58, 51, 52, 50, 13, 60, 16 and 62 ; 
m re ?? rds t ^ ie rema ' n i n g seven, viz., those numbered 8, 37, 6, 9, 5, 14 and 15, which " 
Mr. Hammett pronounces to be old, I have already forwarded to you certificates, which 
P ro ^ a them to be new in every respect ; and when I state that of this number pronounced 
by Mr. Hammett to be old, four were built by Mr. Wright, of London, who is prepared 
to make oath that they were new, and the remainder by Mr. Dunn, of Lancaster, who 
I have no doubt would also readily make oath to the same effect, the postmaster-general 

C and 
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and yourself will be enabled to judge what degree of credit should be given to Mr. Ham- 
mett’s certificate. 

I have only to observe, that to the best of my judgment, these coaches are new, and 
that they are, in workmanship, convenience for passengers, accommodation for the mails, 
and general appearance, equal to any coaches running as mails, in either England or 
Scotland. I entertain the same opinion as regards the efficiency of those which have been 
pronounced to be not entirely new, and in this opinion I am borne out by the practical 
officers of the establishment. I enclose reports from Mr. Dicker, and also Mr. Rogers, the 
English Inspectors who accompanied me, the last of whom, having been an inspector of mails 
in Ireland, "is more competent to give an opinion upon this point than I can possibly be. 
J also forward reports from the resident Inspector of Mails in Dublin, and from the 
Irish Inspectors, Messrs. Usher & Leith. 

I would beg. in conclusion, to draw your particular attention to a paragraph in Mr. Pur- 
cell’s Memorial, which states that when his contract for building mail coaches was renewed 
in 1837, he was not called upon to provide new coaches, and that his second contract was 
treated merely as an extension of his first; I can find no record in the Mail Coach Office 
of any letter written to Mr. Purcell at that period, permitting him to run coaches which 
were not new, and 1 ain not aware that he received any authority to that effect. 

I am, &c. 

Lieut-colonel M&berlv. (signed) Geo. Stowe. 



Sir, London, 22 June 1843. 

In answer to your inquiry respecting the coaches provided by Mr. Croall in Ireland, 
I beg leave to state, that all the coaches in Ireland that have come under my notice were 
very much approved of, being much lighter than those provided by Mr. Purcell, and in 
every respect more convenient and road-worthy, although, in some instances, I am aware 
that a portion of the body has been old ; still, I consider them quite equal to new ; the 
boots are much larger than those of the coaches previously in use, and more space is 
given, both inside and outside, for the greater comfort of passengers, which was acknow- 
ledged by every disinterested party who travelled. 

The coaches on the improved construction are at least 2 | cwt. lighter than those which 
Mr. Purcell provided. 

I am, &c. 

George Stowe, Esq. (signed) John Dicker , 



Sir, Dublin, 30 May 1843. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, requesting my opinion of Mr. Croall’s coaches, 
I do not for a moment hesitate to say that they are trustworthy, and in every respect fit to 
be employed in the conveyance of Her Majesty’s mails. 

I beg to add, that I commenced travelling with the above coaches on the 26th instant, 
and have continued to do so both day and night ; they give general satisfaction to all the 
passengers. A gentleman who sat on the box seat of the new Galway coach from Dublin, 
on the night of the 26th, assured me he never sat on so easy a coach, and was highly pleased 
with the accommodation ; an inside passenger came to me and said he never was so com- 
fortable in the inside of a coach as the present. The guards are also delighted with them, in 
consequence of having plenty of room to get the mail sacks in and out of the mail boxes ; 
in fact, every person who travels by these coaches is highly pleased with them ; they are 
light, work easy, and follow well. 

I have, &c. 

George Stowe, Esq. (signed) And w Leith, 

Inspector of Mail Coaches. 



General Post-office, London, 22 June 1843. 

I beg to inform you I have examined all the mail coaches furnished by Mr. Croall, now 
employed in conveying Her Majesty’s mails in Ireland, and I have no hesitation in stating 
the same are iu e\ ery respect fit and proper for the service they are performing ; and from the 
circumstance of my having been for nearly the last three years employed in Ireland as. an 
inspector of mail coaches, 1 am enabled to state my opinion relative to the mail coaches at 
present employed there, as compared with those lately furnished by Mr. Purcell for similar 
service m Ireland ; and my conviction is, the coaches now conveying the mails in Ireland 
(furnished by Mr. Croall) are better suited for the service than those heretofore supplied by 
Mr. Purcell, inasmuch as they are on an average from 2 cwt. to 3 cwt. lighter, more 
comfortably fitted up for the convenience of passengers, more commodious, and at the same 
time affording greater accommodation to the service (by the ample room given in the mail 
boxes or boots for the deposit and security of the letter bags), and this statement, I feel 
assured, will be supported (if inquiry be made) by public opinion. I beg respectfully to 
observe, I have for the last seven years been employed in the mail coach department as an 
inspecting guard, and inspector of mail coaches, and as far as my experience goes, I consider 
the present contract coaches in Ireland have an appearance and style of finish about them 
superior to those lately furnished by Mr. Purcell. 

I further 
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I further beg- to observe, that several contractors connected with Mr. Purcell furnishing 
horses to the marl coaches now used in Ireland, have assured me they are well plea ™d 'will? 
the change of coaches, alleging the. r stock will he. much improved m consequence of the 
lightness of the present coaches, and the correct and true manner in which they run 

I have, <fcc., 

(signed) J ames Rogers. 



In reference to your letter dated the 21st instant, I beg leave tfgive^u mv^nrhn of 

Fta Ar,n e we^ T yMr f Cr0aI1 ’ a u dat r reseDt Siting info and <*/ of P Dublm 

First. As to weight: I am of opinion they are considerably lighter than those which 
were in use before the 28 th ultimo, as far as regards springs, wheels and poles, and I 
dfawn ta ” d t le ° 0achmen have ex P resse d themselves to the effect that they are much easier 

rel e ff nd 'hh S rt, t0aPPear l nCeS i : i. 1 i ai ? of PP inion the y are at feast on an equality in this 
introduction h ° Se C0aches 1 bad been m the habit “ f «eing worked here before their 

Third. As to the workmanship: I am not sufficiently master of the technicalities of the 
trade to give a professional or scientific opinion in reference to the workmanship, but this 
I will say , I have seen no portions of the springs, the carriages, the bodies or the wheels 

or the material® 110 ‘ eS ‘'° W ““ that 1 C0 “ ld ob -i eot t0 ’ either aS regards the "oAnumship 

Fourth. As to the general accommodation : I believe that passengers are well pleased 
with the accommodation ; I am sure the guards are, and they do not hesitate in saying 
that the coaches are now so commodious, and run so light and smooth, that thev (the 
SU D-i S , ) , qult f dlff 5 ren fr ° m what ,he y d'd, and are improved in health by the change. 

Fittii. As to their fitness tor the service : I am of opinion thev are well fitted for the 
service; the mail boots are capacious, and in general capable of containing all the letter 
sacks (except on Saturday nights, when they are immoderately increased both in number 
and size, owing to the vast quantities of weekly newspapers), so that there is seldom any 
risk now in having to place the sacks on the roof; the poles are well hung and of sound 
stuft ; the springs and shackles equal to any 1 have been in the habit of seeing used for the 
last ten years, and, on the whole, from circumstances that have come before me I am of 
opinion the coaches are trustworthy, and in every respect fit for the conveyance of the mails 
m Ireland. On two particular occasions, viz., the - 28 th and 29th ultimo, I saw the Cork 
and the Derry coaches driven with the greatest violence against one of the massive metal 
pillars which protect the entrance gateway of the Post-office yard here; the shock in either 
case was sufficient to have broken the fore-carriage to pieces, yet both stood the trying test 
comparatively uninjured, and were worked out without more loss of time than was 
required to get new harness in place of that which bad been rendered unserviceable by the 
occurrence. 



Had either the workmanship or the materials of which these coaches were composed been 
ad, there would have been a very different result. 

1 have, &c. 

George Stowe, Esq. f signed) James Camming, 

Resident Inspector (Mail Coaches). 



T &ir ’ . Cork, 30 May 1843. 

, 1 H £7 E r ™ cei I. ed 3' 0ur Ietter of yesterday’s date, requesting that I would state what I 
thought of Mr. Croall s coaches, and to say whether 1 considered them trustworthy acd 
m every respect fit to convey Her Majesty’s mails. In reply, 1 am in justice bound to say 
that, so far as I am capable of judging, they appear to be trustworthy, and fit to be employed 
m the conveyance of the mails; and further, that X have not heard a single complaint of 
them S C ° acheS ’ aDd the guards and coachmen ar e perfectly satisfied with the working 

The only deficiency I saw was, the want of roof-straps, and lockers under the seats for 
money parcels ; as regards those two points, I have already called your attention to them. 



I am, &c. 
(signed) 

George Stowe, Esq., General Post-office, Dublin. 



Thomas Usher, 

Inspector of Mails. 



56l. 
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BY WHOM EXAMINED. 



1 Ballinasloe and Westport 

2 - - ditto - 

3 Galway and Limerick - 

4 - - ditto - 

5 Limerick and Cork 

6 - - ditto - 

7 Limerick and Tralee - 

8 Cork and Tralee - 

9 Cork and Kinsale 

10 Waterford and Limerick 

1 1 Limerick and W aterford 

12 Waterford and Wexford 

13 Cork and Waterford - 

14 Waterford and Cork - 

15 Cork and Bantry 

16 Bantry and Cork 

17 Dublin and Cork 

18 - - ditto - 

19 - - ditto - 

20 - - ditto - 

21 Dublin and Derry 

22 - - ditto - 

23 Dublin and Galway 

24 Dublin and Sligo 

25 Dublin and Belfast 



Mr. Long, of Dublin - - * J ; 

Mr. Long. 

Mr. Phayer, of Limerick 
- - ditto - 

Mr. Julian, of Cork - 

ditto - 

Mr. Phayer, of Limerick 
Mr. Julian, of Cork - 

ditto - 

Mr. Cahill, of Waterford 
Mr. Phayer, of Limerick 
Mr. Cahill, of Waterford 
ditto - 

Mr. Julian, of Cork 
ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

ditto - 

Messrs. Hutton & Dawson, of Dublin I 
ditto - 

Mr. Long, of Dublin - - - J 

Messrs. Hutton & Dawson - - I 

ditto - 

Mr. Long, of Dublin - - - J 

Messrs. Hutton & Dawson - - 1 



26 Dublin and Belfast 

27 Dublin and Sligo 



28 I Dublin and Enniskillen 



29 I - - ditto - - - 

30 Dublin and Waterford - 



31 Dublin and Wexford - 

32 Dublin and Waterford - 



33 1 Dublin and Wexford 



34 I Dublin and Limerick - 



I Dublin and Galway 



37 Dublin and Cork 

38 Dublin and Derry 

30 Belfast and Derry 



Mr. Julian, of Cork, 

Mr. Long, of Dublin 
Mr. Bathurst, of Belfast 
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Number 

of 

Coacb. 


NAME. 


DECISION. 


BY WHOM EXAMINED. 






41 


1 

Dublin and Limerick - 


- - front cross springs old, and 


Messrs. Hutton & Dawson 




42 


Dublin and Sligo 


considerably used ; the same re- 
mark applies to the hind car- 
riage springs. It appears to us 
the body is new. 

- - all the springs old, and have 


ditto - 






43 

44 


Not yet received in Ireland. 
Belfast and Derry 


been manifestly much in use ; it 
appears to us that the body of 
the coach is new. 

an old coach - 


Mr. Bathurst, of Belfast 




45 1 

46 


Dublin and Sligo 
Limerick and Galway - 


- - admitted by Mr. Prentice to 
be an old coach. 

- - body old j in other respects 


Mr. Phayer, of Limerick 






47 

48 

49 


Not yet received in Ireland. 
Ballinasloe and Westport 

Waterford and Cork 


the coach is new. 

- - admitted to he old. Mr. 
Croall’s agent stated that it was 
not intended for Her Majesty’s 
service. 

- - an old coach, with the ex- 


Mr. Julian, of Cork 






50 


Cork and Bantry 


ception of the wheels. 

- - an old coach, with the ex- 


ditto ... 






51 


Limerick and Cork 


ception of the wheels and boots. 
- - an old coach, with the ex- 


ditto ... 






52 


Cork and Kinsale 


ception of the wheels. 

- - an old coach, with the ex- 


- - ditto ... 






53 

54 

55 


Not yet received in Ireland. 
- - ditto. 

Waterford and Limerick 


ception of the wheels. 

- - body old; under carriage and 


Mr. Cahill, of Waterford 




9. 


56 

57 


Not yet received in Ireland. 
Waterford and Wexford 


wheels are new. 

- - body old ; wheels, under car- 


ditto ... 




9. 


58 


Limerick and Tralee - 


riage and springs new. 

- - body old ; in other respects 


Mr. Phayer, of Limerick 




8. 


59 

60 


Not yet received in Ireland. 
Cork and Tralee - 


the coach is new. 

- - an old coach, with the ex- 


Mr. Julian, of Cork 




5. 


61 


Dublin and Cork 


ception of wheels and boots. 

- - springs, portions old and 


ditto ... 




5. 


62 


Cork and Tralee - 


portions new. 
a new coach - 


ditto ... 




6. 


63 


(Blank) - 


- ditto - 


Mr. Lone, of Dublin 


. 


12. 


64 


Enniskillen and Ballyshannon 


- ditto - - - 


ditto ... 


- n 


12. 


65 


Newry and Dungannon 


- ditto - 


Mr. Babington, of Newry 




14. 


66 


- - ditto - - - - 


- ditto - - - 


ditto ... 


‘ ” 


13. 



18 July 1843. 

I am of opinion the Postmaster-general has not at present the power to determine Mr. 
Croall’s contract on the ground that the coaches he has provided are not approved by his 
Lordship ; and I think that if he were at once to determine it solely for this cause, the 
decision of a court of justice would be against the department. 

The Postmaster-general has full power, however, to object to any such coaches, and 
to require Mr. Croall to substitute others for them, or his Lordship may require any 
alterations to be made he may think fit ; and if Mr. Croall, on receiving notice thereof, 
refuse or neglect to comply, the contract can be at once determined. 

(signed) M. B. P. 



Copy of Treasury Minute of 4th August 1840 . 

My Lords having considered the report of the Postmaster-general, and all the circum- 
stances of the case, and having adverted to the opinion given by the Solicitor of the Post- 
office with respect to the power of the Postmaster-general to determine Mr. Croall ’s con- 
tract, and having further had reference to the general practice of other departments with 
respect to contracts entered into for the public service, concur in the conclusion to which 
the Postmaster-general has come, as to the practical course which is on the whole most 
consistent with justice, and with a due regard to the public interest. 

561. c 3 Mjr 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MEMORIALS AND CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 



My Lords approve of the Postmaster-general having required Mr. Croall to remove the 
old coaches immediately, and to provide coaches altogether new in the place of those of 
which portions have been stated and admitted to be old ; and if Mr. Croall should fail in the 
performance of that which has thus been required from him, My Lords rely upon the Post- 
master-gen eral’s adopting the means in his power for enforcing the complete performance 
of the contract. 

My Lords would take this opportunity also of suggesting, that in future cases of adver- 
tising for similar contracts, a longer period should be allowed to intervene between the date 
of the advertisement for tenders and the commencement of the contract. 

Write to the Postmaster-general accordingly, and acquaint Mr. Purcell that, after a full 
consideration of all the circumstances of the case, My Lords do not feel it to be in their 
power to accede to the prayer of his Memorial, that the contract entered into with Mr. Croall 
should be immediately determined. 



My Lord, Treasury Chambers, June 1843. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit 
herewith a letter from Mr. Peter Purcell, requesting an answer to his Memorial respecting 
the mail coach contract in Ireland, and to request your Lordship will consider the same, 
and favour My Lords with an early report thereon. 

I am, &c. 

The Right hon. the Postmaster-general. (signed) G. Clerk. 



Sir, 39, Portland -place, Friday, 16 June. 

Since my Memorial of the 10th instant was left with you, I have heard, upon authority 
on which I rely, that the old mail coach, No. 48, « Lettered Ballinasloe and Westport,” men- 
tioned in Messrs. Hutton & Dawson’s report, “ as stated by Mr. Croall, our agent, as one 
not intended for Her Majesty’s service,” as one sent to Ireland by mistake, and that he would 
not even submit it for their inspection, has been sent out on the night of the 10th instant as 
a mail coach, on the direct and main line of road to Galway. 

May I now take this opportunity of respectfully asking you to obtain for me a reply to 
that Memorial, as soon as may be consistent with a necessary and fair inquiry. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Peter Purcell. 



To the Right houourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

My Lords, General Post-office, 26 July 1843. 

I return the enclosed communication from Mr. Peter Purcell, with reference to the use 
of an old mail coach (No. 48), which was run over a part of the main line of road from 
Dublin to Galway, on the night of the 10th ultimo; and I beg to enclose copy of a report 
from the inspector of mail coaches in Dublin upon the subject, from which it appears that 
this old coach was sent out for only one journey, in consequence of the new mail coach intended 
for that road having been sent to Dublin for the purpose of examination ; and I presume 
your Lordships will consider the explanation satisfactory, under the special circumstances of 
the case. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Lowther. 



, ®' r ’ , . . Dublin, 23 June 1843. 

,, ™ pi y to your communication of the 21st instant, I beg leave to state, in explanation, 
that uie coach alluded to, No. 48, was sent upon the Galway line of road on the 10th instant, 
lor the following special and official purpose : 

In order to bring to a close, as soon as possible, the protracted examination which had 
been going on previously, it was decided that the three-cross road, “ Ballinasloe and West- 
port, the Enniskillen and Ballysliannon,” and all other coaches which had not been 
examined, should be worked up to, and be in Dublin on a given day (the 12th instant) for 
your inspection. To effect this object, a corresponding number of coaches had of course to be 
worked from Dublin, ill place of those brought up to it. Two of the spare coaches here, 
numbeied 38 and l 63, had not been examined, and consequently could not be sent on the 
service ; and under the circumstances, No. 48 was made use of on the Galwav line ffir the 
one journey, but not intended to work longer than was absolutely necessary. 



George Stowe, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 



I ar 

(signed) 



i, &c. 

James Cumming. 



Sir, 
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NEW CONTRACT FOR MAIL COACHES IN IRELAND. 25 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 4 August 1843 . 

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury having had under consideration 
your Memorial, and its enclosures, respecting the new contract for the supply of mail 
coaches required for the use of the Post-office in Ireland, I am commanded to acquaint you 
that, after a full consideration of all the circumstances of the case, My Lords do not feel it to 
be in their power to accede to the prayer of your Memorial, that the contract entered into 
with Mr. Croall should be immediately determined. 





I am, Sec. 


Peter Purcell, Esq. 

39, Portland-place. 


(signed) C.E. Trevelyan. 
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